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lNMpokypopbl: BpyknMHCKUK nogo3peBaeMbiv B
rpachchutn «<BIRD GOD» yTBepxaaeT, 4To ero
Hanpasnan npa-npa-geayLiKka

Yernosek 3asnadesn nodbEMHUKOM U UCIOb308as1 €20 055 co30aHUsi 02pOMHO20 epaghghumu Ha 3Ha-
meHumou apke Grand Army Plaza Bpyk/iiuHCKo20 rnpocrekma 8 80CKpPECeHbe.
(dsHHU KOAuyu 0nsi New York Daily / 019 New York Daily News)

Bangan, kotopbin Hanucan «bOXXbA MTULA» maccuBHbIMM AeKkopaTuBHbIMM BykBamMun Ha
3HameHuToun apke Grand Army Plaza, roBopuT, 4TO ero npa-npa-geayLlika Benen emy Hanu-
caTb 3arago4Hoe nocnaHue.

B yronosHom gene 3Hauutcs, 4to 36-netHuin [leHnc WenarnH 3assun, 4To ero npegok ykasan
4YTO eMy fenaTb B NMMCbMe, HarnMCaHHOM MOYTU WeCTb AeCATUNeTU Hasag,.

LLlenarnH 3aBnagen NogbLEMHUKOM, U B BOCKPECEHbE Hanucarn TaMHCTBEHHOE NocnaHme Ha
apke bpyknuHckoro npocnekTa. Y Hero 0biy1o 4OCTaTOMHO BPEMEHW, YTOBbI 3aKOHYUTL CBOHO
paboTy, npexae Yem Nonuums B3sina ero nog CTpaxy.

Henuc WenarvH 6b1n NpyBneYéH K cyay B NnoHeAenbHWK no 6onee yem AtoxunHe 06BUHEHMI B
COBEpLUEHNM YrONOBHOIO NPECTYMNMEHNA U NPOCTYMNKax, B YACIE KOTOPbIX BOPOBCTBO, Npe-
CTynHoOe aesiHue, rpadduTn N HeCaHKUMOHMPOBAHHOE NCNOSIb30BaHNE TPAHCNOPTHOrO cpea-
ctBa. Ero oceoboamnv noa noanucky o HeBble3ae.

(Ilyuc K. Pubedtipo / 0nsi New York Daily News)



«Mowu npanpapgenyLuka Hanucan nucemo B 1960 rogy, B KOTOPOM FOBOPUNOCH, YTO S JOSMKEH
3TO caenarthb, - 3asBuUM OH NonNuuuKn. A JormkeH Bbin NogHATLCA K cTaTye. Ha ctatye ctout
MyX4mHa ¢ GuHoknem. Mo HUM NpegynpexaeHue.

OH Takke gobasun: «Ecnu s 3T0ro He caenato, CO MHOW YTO-TO CIy4MTCH. A He 3Hato YTO.
JTioan ybuBatoT ronyben 1 pexyT MM HOMM, N MHE HY>XHO ObIfT0 OCO3HaTb 3TO».

LenarmH 6bin NpuBneYéH K cyay B noHeaesbHUK no bonee yem gecatn o6BUHEHMSM B CO-
BEPLUEHUWN YrONIOBHOMO NPECTYNIEHNSA 1 NPOCTYMNKax, BKIOYas BOPOBCTBO, NPECTYNHOE aes-
Hue, rpaddPUTH N HECAHKLMOHMPOBAHHOE NCMOMb30BaHME TPAHCNOPTHOIO CpeacTBa.

Ero ocBo6ogunu nog nognucky o HeBble3ae.

Buoeo

Apka N'paHa Apmu lNnasa BHOBb pasyKpalueHa
npuyygnuebiMu rpadduTn ¢ nTMyamm

[lononHumenbHoe coobweHue om Rich Calder.
Kakown nTnummn mosr!

Kak coobwuna nonuuus, saHaan, o6BMHAEMbIN B TOM, YTO B NPOLUIIOM MecsLe yrHan nogb-
EMHUMK, YTOObI HauapanaTb «lTnya boxba» Ha apke bpyknuHckon nnowanu Benvkon Apmuu,
NOBTOPUI CBOE AesiHMe B YeTBEepPr - Ha 3TOT pa3 C NOMOLLbIO NecTHUUbI 1 LWapnn, oH Hauapa-
nan NpuyyasiMBbIA pasrysn NTMYben TeMaTUKM Ha CTEHaX NCTOPUYECKON apKu.
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Henuc WenaruH, 36 neT, u3 wrata BawwuHrtroH, 6bin apectoBaH B 6:30 yTpa 3a nocnegHumn
TPIOK, B KOTOPOM OH 5IKOBbI Hanucan: «Ecnu Bbl Nokaneunte unu yooete ewé Monx Ntuu, s
6yay Bac yHnuToxath B cneaytowen KAPTEJIbHOW BONHE».

xn66ep-oxkabbep (Tpenady) npogormkun: «Mel, NTUUbI, HacToAwaa madua. Tl NpoaoKa-
ellb BO3UTbCS C HaMu U Byaellb NOPTUTb SKCTPEMUCTCKME MbITKM HALMCTCKOrO CTUNMS.

LWenarmHy 6b1n BbligaH buneT ¢ 0683aTenbCTBOM ABUTHCA M OH Obin 0cBOBOXAEH. HO npoxo-
Xne roBopunu, 4To BO3MyLLEHbI HEOOBACHMMbIM BaHAANM3MOM.

«lMoBepb MHe, 4 TOXe N6 NTUL, HO 3TO NPOCTO NCUXMKA», - FOBOPUT 64-NeTHUA OBHETY
3ereqa n3 beadopa-CranBecaHT.

«YT0-TO fOMKHO BbITH CAEMNAHO, MOTOMY YTO 3TO UCTOpUYeckasn Bexa B bpyknuHe. pycTHO
BNOETh.

Tumotun Cepopa, npoceccop Konnepxa bpoHkca, nobasun: «Mncbmo He umeeT Anst MeHs
HWKaKoro cMmblicra. Hagetochb, 370 He pearbHas yrposa».

Mpadhutn Takke npoBoarnawatoT: «Hu ogHa nTuua - boxes Gnarogate OyaeT Benvka ans
Bawen aywm B CyaHbIn eHb» U «OTO KOrAa Bbl HAYHETE XNUTb XXU3HbBIOY.

MepBas Bbixogka LLenarnHa 29 nekabps 3akoH4Yunack ero apectom. OH akobbl cMecTun
NOABbEMHUK, NpeaHa3Ha4YeHHbIN ONa NpasgHUYHOro OCBELLLEHUS MeHOPbI, U Hanucan «bor
ATUL» TMFaHTCKUMW roTudeckumm BykBaMmm Ha paccTosiHUmM okono 40 oyToB OT 3eMIN.

K coxaneHuto nobuTtens nTuy, oH He cMor neTaTb - LlenarnH He 3Han kak onycTUTb NOABLEM-
HUK, ¥ eMy MPULLAOCL NOMOYb B OTAENEHNN aBapuinHon cnyx6bl nonumn Hito-Mopka.

OH 6bIn He3aMeanNUTENbHO apecToBaH M 0GBUHEH B coBepLUEHUN rpaddduUTN, KpUMUHASNTBHOM
BOPOBCTBE M BOPOBCTBE.

Torpa WenaruH, 3asasBun NofMUencknum, 4To ero npa-npa-geayLuka npukasan eMmy ucnosb3o-
BaTb KpaH A4S NopYn apku B nucbMe, HanncaHHom B 1960 rogy. OH Takke yTBepxaars, 4To
©ecnoKousncd, YTo C HUM YTO-HUBYAb CryYUTCS, €CINKU OH HE BbIMOMHUT NPUKas - rOBOPUTCH B
cynebHbIX JOKYMEHTax.

B koHeyHom uTore LWenarnH 6bin ocBo60XAEH NOA NOANUCKY O HEBbIE3AE.

lMpencraBsuTenb genapTamMeHTa NapkoB ckasar, YTo yaaneHue rpadpduti nocne MHUNAEHTa
29 pekabps, obownock ropoay B 5000 gonnapos 1 3aHAN0 NPUMEPHO ABa OHS.

UMHOBHMKM HE 3HAIOT, BO CKONIbKO 060MAETCA ovepeaHon peMOHT. LenarnH JomkeH BEpHYTb-
Cs B CyA 2 MapTa no nHumaeHTty 29 nekabps.
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A man commandeered a cherry picker crane and used it create massive graffiti on the side of the
famed Grand Army Plaza arch in Brooklyn’s Prospect Park Sunday. (Danny ludici for New
York Daily/for New York Daily News)

The vandal who wrote “BIRD GOD” in massive, ornate letters on the famed Grand Army Plaza
arch says his great-great-grandfather told him to write the enigmatic message.

Denis Shelagin, 36, said his ancestor told him what to do in a letter written nearly six decades
ago, according to a criminal complaint.

Shelagin commandeered a cherry picker and wrote the mysterious missive on the side of the
landmark arch in Brooklyn’s Prospect Park on Sunday. He had enough time to finish his work

before police took him into custody.

Denis Shelagin was arraigned Monday on more than a dozen felony and misdemeanor charges,
including grand larceny, criminal mischief, making graffiti and unauthorized use of a vehicle.
He was ordered released on his own recognizance. (Luiz C. Ribeiro/for New York Daily News)
“My great-great grandfather wrote a letter in 1960 telling me to do it," he told police, according
to the complaint. “I was supposed to take the lift to the statue. On the statue is a man holding
binoculars. It says 'warn’ underneath."

He added, “If I didn’t do it, something was going to happen to me. | don’t know what. People
are killing pigeons and chopping their feet up and | had to bring awareness to that.”

Shelagin was arraigned Monday on more than a dozen felony and misdemeanor charges, includ-
ing grand larceny, criminal mischief, making graffiti and unauthorized use of a vehicle. He was

ordered released on his own recognizance.
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Grand Army Plaza’s arch vandalized with
bizarre bird graffiti — again

What a birdbrain!
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The vandal accused of hijacking a cherry picker last month to scrawl “Bird God” on Brooklyn’s
Grand Army Plaza arch struck again Thursday — this time using a ladder and a Sharpie to
scrawl a bizarre avian-themed rant on the historic arch’s walls, police said.

Denis Shelagin, 36, of Washington state was busted at 6:30 a.m. for the latest stunt in which
he allegedly scribbled, “If you cripple or kill any more of my birds then | will innihilate [sic] you
in this next CARTEL WAR.”

The jibber-jabber continued, “We birds are the real Mafia. You keep messing with us anduwill
[sic] mess with a nazi [sic] style human torture extreme.”

Shelagin was hit with a desk appearance ticket and released. But passersby said their feathers
were ruffled by the inexplicable vandalism.

“Believe me, | love birds, too, but this is just completely mental,” said Ewnetu Zegeya, 64, from
Bedford-Stuyvesant. “Something has to be done because this is a historic landmark in Brook-
lyn. It's sad to see.”

Timothy Sedora, a professor at Bronx Community College, added, “The writing doesn’t make
any sense to me . .. hopefully it's not a real threat.”

The Sharpie graffiti also proclaims: “No bird — God’s grace will be great upon your soul on the
judgement day” and “This is when you begin to live the lives.”

Shelagin’s first flap on Dec. 29 ended in his arrest. He allegedly swiped a cherry picker meant
for a holiday menorah lighting and wrote “Bird God” in giant block letters about 40 feet off of
the ground.

Too bad for the bird lover he couldn’t fly — Shelagin couldn’t figure out how to get the lift back
down and had to be helped down by the NYPD’s Emergency Service Unit.

He was promptly arrested and charged with making graffiti, criminal mischief and grand lar-
ceny. Shelagin told cops at the time that his great-great-grandfather had ordered him — in a
letter penned in 1960 — to use the crane to deface the arch, according to a criminal complaint.
He also claimed that he was worried something would happen to him if he didn’t follow
through, the court papers state.

Shelagin was ultimately released on his own recognizance.

A Parks Department spokeswoman said removing the graffiti after the Dec. 29 incident likely
cost the city $5,000 and took roughly two days. Officials didn’t know how much repairing the
latest vandalism would cost. Shelagin is due back in court for the Dec. 29 incident on March 2.

Additional reporting by Rich Calder
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